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FIRST HOME OWNER GRANT AMENDMENT BILL 2009 
Assembly’s Further Amendments 

Further amendments made by the Assembly now considered. 
Committee 

The Deputy Chairman of Committees (Hon Michael Mischin) in the chair; Hon Helen Morton (Parliamentary 
Secretary) in charge of the bill. 

The further amendments made by the Assembly were as follows — 

No 1 

Clause 4, page 3, line 8 — To delete “class 4 or class 5” and substitute — 

class 6 or class 7 

No 2 

Clause 4, page 3, line 10 — To delete the line and substitute — 

(a) 31 December 2009; or 

No 3 

Clause 4, page 3, after line 23 — To insert — 

(da) in relation to a class 5 eligible transaction — 1 April 2011; or 

No 4 

Clause 4, page 3, line 24 — To delete “class 5” and substitute — 

class 7 

No 5 

Clause 5, page 4, line 18 — To delete “the cut-off date” and substitute — 

30 September 2009 

No 6 

Clause 5, page 4, line 22 — To delete “the cut-off date” and substitute — 

30 September 2009 

No 7 

Clause 5, page 5, line 9 — To insert after “(3)(b)(i)” — 

or (4B)(b)(i) 

No 8 

Clause 5, page 5, line 10 — To delete “(3)(c)” and substitute — 

(3)(c), (4B)(b)(ii), (4B)(c) 

No 9 

Clause 5, page 6, line 7 — To delete “class 4 or class 5” and substitute — 

class 4, class 5, class 6 or class 7 

No 10 

Clause 6, page 6, line 24 — To delete “$21 000.” and substitute — 

$21 000; or 

(e) in the case of a class 6 eligible transaction within the meaning of section 14B — 
$10 500; or 

(f) in the case of a class 7 eligible transaction within the meaning of section 14B — 
$14 000. 

No 11 

Clause 7, page 7, line 1 — To delete “class 4 or class 5” and substitute — 
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a class 4, class 5, class 6 or class 7 

Hon HELEN MORTON: I move — 

That the further amendments made by the Assembly be agreed to.  

These are the amendments that we anticipated when the bill came into the Legislative Council. It was then 
transmitted to the Legislative Assembly. I will give members a very brief overview of those amendments.  

The commonwealth announced in the federal budget on 12 May 2009 that it would be extending the First Home 
Owners Boost payments until 30 September 2009 and then halving those amounts to apply from 1 October 2009 
to 31 December 2009. The First Home Owner Grant Amendment Bill 2009 was amended in the Legislative 
Council to insert the meaning of the terms “class 6 eligible transaction” and “class 7 eligible transaction” to 
partially accommodate the commonwealth’s changes. At the time the bill was in this house, we were left with the 
difficulty that some of the amendments that needed to be made could not be made here and had to go back to the 
Assembly. The amendments that we did make were to clause 5 to insert new class 6 and 7 eligible transactions. 
These essentially replicate the descriptions of class 4 and 5 eligible transactions, except in relation to the dates of 
operation.  

A further amendment unrelated to the commonwealth boost payments was made in the Legislative Council to 
clarify that the ability to prescribe an alternative threshold for the value cap of $750 000 that applies below the 
twenty-sixth parallel and $1 million that applies above the twenty-sixth parallel. At that stage the bill was sent 
back to the Legislative Assembly. It has subsequently made the amendments that were necessary to put in place 
everything that we need to complete this bill.  

I do not know whether members want me to run through what those clauses bring effect to. Basically, they 
enable the cut-off date to be extended to the time that the commonwealth allowed it to, and then to come back to 
the lower level for another three months. They are the amendments that have been made in the other place. They 
are the amendments that are before us. I have checked them and every one of them is exactly as we anticipated 
them to be. Nothing has changed. There are no additional amendments other than what we were anticipating 
would take place.  

Hon KEN TRAVERS: Will we deal with both of them together? 

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Hon Michael Mischin): We are dealing with all of the amendments. Do you 
wish to deal with them separately? 

Hon KEN TRAVERS: No. I was wondering whether we were going to pass the first one because I had a very 
quick question on the second one. Unfortunately, because of the delay, I hope people remember the amendments. 
My briefing on these amendments goes back some considerable time. It has taken a long time for the government 
to get us to the point where we are considering these amendments. In fact, the dates and the extensions have 
already occurred. With respect to amendment 2, I understand the reason we are moving towards regulations. We 
had some discussions when these were proposed and the government indicated that it was not its intention. 
Obviously, originally amendment 2 related to homes worth up to $750 000 across the state. There was a view 
that we needed to allow for slightly more expensive properties north of the twenty-sixth parallel. That was as a 
result of a proposal put forward by Hon Mark McGowan in the other place. I was certainly looking for some 
indication from the government that it was not its intention to use those regulations to reduce that amount of 
$1 million; it is more about the capacity to continue to increase it to a higher amount over time. I would like to 
get that commitment; otherwise, I am more than happy with the amendments as they stand.  

Hon HELEN MORTON: That commitment was given at the time that our amendments were being made last 
time around. I repeat that that is the intention.  

Hon LYNN MacLAREN: The Greens (WA) support these amendments.  

Question put and passed; the Assembly’s amendments agreed to. 

Report 

Resolution reported, the report adopted, and a message accordingly returned to the Assembly. 
 


